
and respond with fee l ings of  k indness ,  warmth
and other forms of  generos i ty .  As a new
member of  the board on the programs
committee ,  I  am gratefu l  to be here with a l l  of
you.  Whi le in  th is  ro le I  hope to he lp prov ide a
great exper ience to a l l  of  you.  Our goa l  is  to
make sure you fee l  va lued as a member of  th is
group and ga in addit iona l  exper ience for  your
profess iona l  and persona l  growth .  

We hope you f ind your membersh ip enr ich ing
outs ide of  your day-to-day career .  I f  you ’ re new
to SWEP Three Rivers (or  even i f  you ’ re not)
and look ing to get invo lved ,  there are many
opportun i t ies/committees that  are a lways
looking for  he lp and new ideas to better  serve
you ,  our  members .  With 7 committees that  make
up the structure of  our organizat ion ,  there is  a
f i t  for  everyone to be invo lved.  Informat ion on
our committees can be found on our websi te
(https://swep3r ivers .org/Committees ) .  Once
you are in th is  sect ion ,  you can c l ick on the
l inks and emai l  the board member(s)  that  are
respons ib le for  each committee and start  your
engagement .

Hel lo and welcome off ic ia l ly  to the second ha l f
of  2022!  Can you bel ieve we’ re a l ready here? As
the last  few years have proven ,  t ime has
seemed to go by quick ly  and be stopped a l l  in
the same breath .  With that  being sa id ,  now that
we seem to be out of  the th ick of  COVID,  I  fee l
l ike everyth ing is  start ing to wake back up and
we are a l l  look ing for  ways to get invo lved in
new th ings .  I f  that  sounds l ike you ,  read on f ind
out how you can get more act ive with your
membersh ip at  SWEP Three Rivers .  

As a start ing point  for  th is  letter ,  the Board of
Di rectors would l ike to persona l ly  thank each of
you for  be ing a member of  the SWEP Three
Rivers Chapter .  As our community grows,  we
f ind i t  more important than ever to be gratefu l
and have our members engaged,  to know you
are a va lue to the larger group.  Th is  chapter
wouldn ’ t  be poss ib le without a l l  of  you ,  our
members ,  our  event and annua l  sponsors ,
committee members .  

Speaking of  gratefu l  and thankfu l ,  grat i tude is
such an important pract ice we can a l l
part ic ipate in da i ly .  Th is  pos i t ive emot ion
involves thankfu lness and apprec iat ion with
severa l  menta l  and phys ica l  hea l th benef i ts .
When you exper ience grat i tude ,  you fee l
gratefu l  for  someth ing or  someone  in  your  l i fe
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I f  you ,  your coworkers ,  f r iends or  co l leagues are look ing for  any more of  a reason to be a part
of  a committee or  the SWEP Three Rivers Chapter here are a couple benef i ts  of  be ing part  of
our group.  

Inspirat ion ,  motivat ion and inc lus iveness:  In  smal l  communit ies there is  a lways someone doing
someth ing amazing.  Th is  can have an effect on the ent i re group by recogniz ing those that  are
doing amazing stuf f  and can have the effect of  inspi r ing other members to work harder ,  be
more mot ivated and achieve b igger goa ls .  

Shared lessons:  The group can learn together ,  f rom each other and through shared
exper iences .  We a l l  have shared in exper iences ins ide and out of  the community that  is  SWEP.
These exper iences can be t rans lated to our mentor ing program or s imply by connect ing at  our
events and t ru ly  learn ing together .  

Contacts :  In  l i fe and in bus iness we a lways f ind ourse lves in need of  a part icu lar  serv ice or
look ing for  adv ice on certa in subject matter .  When you are in a st rong community l ike SWEP
Three Rivers ,  i t  i s  h igh ly  l ike ly  that  someone can he lp make an int roduct ion for  you.  

Opportunit ies :  Whether look ing for  opportun i t ies ins ide of  SWEP or outs ide in the
env i ronmenta l  profess ion ,  successfu l  people are a lways doing cool  th ings and when we can
associate with each other ,  we can take each other a long for  the r ide in some cases .

FUN :  Humans are soc ia l  an imals  and when you are part  of  a community ,  there are a lways
aspects invo lved that  can he lp you have fun and with SWEP usua l ly  for  a good cause.
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@swep3rivers /swep3rivers @swep3rivers

Sincere ly ,  
SWEP's new Program Committee Co-Chai r
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Kaylin McDermett, EIT | Geosyntec
Kayl in  McDermett ,  E IT is  a Senior  Staf f  Engineer in  Geosyntec ’s

Pi t tsburgh ,  PA off ice with a focus on env i ronmenta l  remediat ion .

She is  a graduate of  Texas Tech Univers i ty  in  Lubbock ,  Texas ,  wi th

a bachelor ’s  and master ’s  degree in Env i ronmenta l  Engineer ing .

Dur ing her undergraduate and master ’s  coursework ,  Kay l in  ga ined

exper ience in water  and wastewater t reatment .  Kay l in  more recent ly

completed her PhD research in Civ i l  Engineer ing ,  with an emphas is

on PFAS fate and t ransport .  Through th is  process ,  Kay l in  conducted

a ser ies of  un ique research pro jects eva luat ing des ign and lab-sca le

deployment of  h igh-resolut ion pass ive samplers for  measur ing

PFAS in sediment porewater ,  b ioaccumulat ion of  PFAS in

invertebrate t issues fo l lowing d i rect  consumpt ion of  PFAS-

contaminated vegetat ion ,  and PFAS dist r ibut ion and accumulat ion

in an agr icu l tura l ,  ef f luent water  re-use scenar io .  

Q&A
What do you f ind excit ing or  chal lenging about
your job? 
What I  f ind most interest ing/exc i t ing about my job
is  that  i t ’ s  a lways changing!  There are so many
projects and new opportun i t ies out there ,  and i t ’s
a lways exc i t ing to see what is  going on and what
might be coming up next .  I  a lso get to fee l  l ike I
p lay a ro le in creat ing a more susta inable and
cared for  env i ronment .  
What aspect of  your  educat ion have you found
most important in  your  career? 
I  th ink the most important aspects f rom my PhD
journey that  I ’ve carr ied with me are the need for
pat ience and perseverance ,  and a lso a love of
cr i t ica l  th ink ing.  I  love learn ing and seeing new
problems to so lve has a lways been exc i t ing for  me.
This  is  someth ing I ’m very eager to cont inue in my
new career .  

What is your favorite thing about Western PA so far? 
Being f rom West Texas ,  the th ing I  l ike most about
Pi t tsburgh is  the cu l ture and h istory and a l l  the fun
events the c i ty  has to offer !  The ra in and cooler
temperatures he lp ,  too!
Tel l  us  about a woman who inspires you.
I ’m inspi red by every woman in the STEM f ie ld !
Hav ing a great community of  st rong,  l ike-minded
women is  cruc ia l  to our success in the industry .  I
a lso take a lot  of  lessons f rom my Mom, who has
a lways shown strength in the face of  cha l lenges .  
Have you learned any unexpected lessons s ince
beginning your career?
Something unexpected moving into my new career
has been the overa l l  change f rom academia to the
consu l t ing wor ld .  There are so many nuances when
it  comes to c l ient  re lat ions and project
management ,  but i t  i s  def in i te ly  an interest ing
wor ld to be in !  I ’m look ing forward to embrac ing
the changes and bui ld ing my career in  the industry .  

Meet a Member
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Event Recaps

Earth Day Community Clean Up
On Apr i l  23rd ,  our  SWEP Three Rivers team part ic ipated in Earth Day at  the Mi l lva le L ibrary

with the Al legheny Land Trust  crew! We completed spr ing c lean ing at  the Mi l lva le Community

L ibrary on a gorgeous sunny morn ing.  Act iv i t ies inc luded removal  of  invas ive v ines/knotweed,

and t rees ;  sett ing up the sand p lay area ;  c lean ing out and cutt ing down a large p i le  of

branches/wood that  was made f rom severa l  t rees that  had fa l len ;  c lear ing mater ia ls  and boards

from behind the shed and under the deck;  and c lear ing and mulch ing the ra in garden and

perennia l  garden.  In  over three hours our team loaded up mult ip le t ruck loads of  debr is  and

garbage with the he lp of  the Mi l lva le Department of  Publ ic  Works staf f  ensur ing a gorgeous

greenspace for  L ibrary act iv i t ies throughout the year .  

Afterwards the team enjoyed food and dr inks at  the l ibrary and popped over to Gr ist  House for

some fresh beverages!   

https://www.moody-s.com/
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On May 12th ,  2022 SWEP Three Rivers programs committee hosted 2022’s  f i rst  v i r tua l  event

featur ing the PADEP’s Kev in Hal loran who is  the Ass istant Regiona l  Di rector  at  the Southwest

Regiona l  Off ice .  The Pennsy lvan ia Department of  Env i ronmenta l  Protect ion (PADEP) st r ives to

ass ist  government off ic ia ls ,  c i t izens ,  organizat ions ,  and bus inesses in understanding

env i ronmenta l  issues and regulat ions .  THE PADEP is  de legated author i ty  to enforce many state

and federa l  env i ronmenta l  laws and regulat ions and receives some federa l  funding a l locat ions .

We had near ly  50 members registered that  part ic ipated in th is  event .  The goal  of  th is  event

was to inc lude our group in changes in regulat ions as wel l  as overa l l  s t ructure to the PADEP’s

SW regiona l  of f ice .  In  our conversat ion ,  we learned that  the PADEP’s SW Regiona l  of f ice has

10 env i ronmenta l  programs that  i t  oversees .  I t  was great to have so many members jo in and

f ind va lue in th is  conversat ion .  For our second event with the PADEP th is  year ,  we p lan on

host ing in person i f  poss ib le .  We bel ieve th is  wi l l  br ing even more va lue to our members to

become engaged with th is  regulatory body in our area .  

Kev in spoke about severa l  areas that  re late to the i r  env i ronmenta l  programs which gave nuance

and deta i l  to the conversat ion .  At the end of  the v i r tua l  presentat ion ,  members were presented

with an opportun i ty  for  a Q&A sess ion .  A great overv iew to the regiona l  and centra l  of f ices of

the PADEP can be found here .

I f  you 'd l ike to see speci f ic  topics re lated to the PADEP in our next events with th is  agency ,

contact Chr ist ina Casanova at  (412)  260-9878  or  chr ist ina .casanova@fie ldingenv.com
Pa g e  5
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Event Recaps cont'd

PA DEP Virtual Brown Bag Lunch
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On Apr i l  26 ,  2022 ,  the Engineer ing Society of  Western Pennsy lvan ia (ESWP) hosted a Technica l

Society Fa i r  for  the i r  af f i l ia ted organizat ions .  L ike a job fa i r  or  co l lege fa i r ,  th is  event was

geared towards profess iona l  soc iet ies .  The fa i r  prov ided the opportun i ty  for  a l l  part ic ipat ing

groups to promote the i r  organizat ion to the greater  engineer ing community .  SWEP part ic ipated

in the event as a profess iona l  soc iety ,  and Meredith Wel le (Membersh ip Chai r )  and Amanda

Love (Past  Pres ident)  attended on beha l f  of  SWEP. A booth was set up with a l l  the latest

SWEP swag,  inc lud ing seed coasters and pens .  Dur ing the fa i r ,  event attendees were able to

network with fe l low profess iona ls ,  learn about other technica l  soc iet ies in P i t tsburgh ,  and enjoy

appet izers .

Addit iona l ly ,  dur ing the network ing port ion of  the event ,  part ic ipants were ab le to t ry  out a

v i r tua l  rea l i ty  exper ience of  the Amer ican Society of  Civ i l  Engineers (ASCE) created FUTURE

WORLD. Us ing Oculus v i r tua l  rea l i ty  goggles ,  part ic ipants were ab le to walk through what

ASCE env is ions for  a Future City .
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Event Recaps cont'd

ESWP Technical Society Fair

The guest speaker at  the

event was Jerry

Buckwalter ,  ASCE,  who

presented “Future Wor ld

Vis ion:  Engineer ing the

Future Bui l t

Env i ronment” .  ASCE

decided to launch the

Future Wor ld Vis ion

project to he lp meet the

inf rastructure cha l lenges 

of  tomorrow. They examined s ix  important soc iopol i t ica l ,  economic ,  env i ronmenta l ,  and

technologica l  t rends as key dr ivers of  change for  future bui l t  inf rastructure .  An amazing v i r tua l

rea l i ty  future wor ld was created because of  years of  data ana lys is .ASCE cont inues to create

addit iona l  future v i r tua l  rea l i ty  “wor lds” ,  inc lud ing F loat ing City ,  Rura l  Ci ty ,  Frozen ,  City ,  and Off

P lanet City .  To learn more about the ASCE Future City pro ject  v is i t  Why Future World Vis ion |

ASCE.
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https://www.moody-s.com/
https://www.moody-s.com/
https://www.moody-s.com/
https://www.moody-s.com/
https://www.futureworldvision.org/why-future-world-vision


Thursday, August 25, 2022

Tour: 2-4pm

Happy Hour: 4-6pm

Details on the event and registration available here .

SWEP will be hosting a booth at the ALCOSAN Open House on

Saturday, September 10, 2022. If you are interested in volunteering

for our booth, please reach out to our Public Service Committee

Chair, Heather Dodson at hdodson@brwncald.com.

Details coming soon!

REGISTER

Etna EcoDistrict Tour

ALCOSAN Open House

Composting Workshop
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Thank you to our Annual Sponsors! Thank you to our Annual Sponsors! 

https://swep3rivers.org/event-4916578
https://swep3rivers.org/event-4750853

